BThe Statesnmm B

Ghana's Oldest Mainstream Newspaper - Founded 1849

Mon, Jan 12, 2009

News

Business
Editorial

Africa

World

Features

Arts, Culture &
Entertainment
Lifestyle
Sports
Comment
Columns
Special Reports
Your Views
About The Statesman
All authors
Advertising
Contact us
Links

Today's picks

Nkrumah's daughter wants
changes -- in Parliamentary
Standing Orders

Cynthia Boakye , 09/01/2009

Samia Nkrumah, daughter of
Ghana's first President, Kwame
Nkrumah, and the newly elected
Member of Parliament for Jomoro
in the Western Region. has called
for a review of the Standing
Orders of Parliament so that there
would be three sides instead of
the two that exist now.

According to her, the Standing
Orders as they are now, do not
allow smaller parties and
independent candidates to be on
their own. "They are forced to
belong to either the left orthe
right, a situation that does not
allow the freedom of association
of those people,” she observed.

" Speaking to The Statesman a few
minutes after she and other MPs
! had been inaugurated last
Wednesday, she stated that she
- had to sit on the Minority side in
Samia Nkrumah, MP for Jomoro the august house because she
did not belong to the Majority National Democratic Congress.

‘I am very happy to be part of this Parliament. It"s a life changing
experience. But one of the very first things | intend to pursue is to ensuring
that the Standing Orders are changed to include one more group so that
there will not be any pressure on us to join a particular side”, Samia
indicated.

She then underscored, “As the Standing Orders exist now, it puts pressure
on me especially to join one of the sides and that way | will not have the
independence of mind to decide on which issues | want to vote because |
have to support the view of the side that| am on, which is not the best.”

The young MP stated that she was determined to vote on issues as and
when they suited the interest of the nation, and would not jump to support
the view of any of the sides, adding that it was only by that that she could
express her political ideas to secure a better future for her constituents
and Ghana as a whole.

Meanwhile, the Lady Speaker, Joyce Adline Bamford Addo, could not find
her bearing when she took charge of proceedings in the House
yesterday. She herself admitted that she was still in the learning process
and that it would take some time for her to be conversant with
parliamentary terms and procedures.

However, MPs who spoke to this reporter after proceedings indicated that
the Speaker had the flair and courage to perform, and that she would
soon get used to the procedures and perform her duties better.



